Time Out
Publication of the ICRC, Inc.

July - 2014

This Month’s Meeting
This month’s meeting will be held on Friday, July 18th at 7:30 P.M. at the American Red Cross, 209 Farmington
Ave. (Rte. 4), Farmington, CT in the First Floor Meeting Room. All are welcome. Bring a friend.
There will also be a VE Test Session held by the ICRC sponsored VE team starting at 6:00 P.M, also in the
First Floor Meeting Room.
After a short business meeting, there will be a short presentation by Dan Wall detailing the results of the Field
Day exercise held by the club last month. Final scores and what needs to be done next year will be discussed.

President’s Message

No message this month.

Last Month’s Meeting

Date:

June 20, 2014

Time Started: 8:11 PM
Time Adjourned: 8:36 pm
AB1NH
KB1YNE
KB1TBL
K1WMS

W1ZFG
WY1O
N1JWF
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Attendance
KB1RRR
KB1WEZ
K1DFS
N1RMF
KB1VPY
N1SBK

KB1KZC
N1QLN
N1JGR

KB1SNL
KA1NDE
W1EZY
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Last Month’s Meeting – cont’d
President’s Report: The Club is in good standing and we are set up for Field Day. There were 9 Club hams and
6 additional hams participating in the Windsor MS Bike Ride event manning checkpoints and SAG wagons.
The event and our communications went very well, and the MS people were very pleased. Dave KB1TBL has
been voted in as the 10th Board member, and Chris KB1YNE was voted into the vacant Admin VP slot. Tom
KB1WEZ was voted into the Secretary position that was vacated by Chris.
Motion to Accept
Seconded by:
Aye: All

K1DFS
KB1RRR
Nay: 0

Abstain: 0

Secretary Report: No Secretary report.
Motion to Accept
Seconded by:
Aye: N/A

N/A
N/A
Nay: N/A

Abstain: N/A

Treasurer’s Report: The Treasurer reported that the finances are in good shape, with dues and battery fund
donations coming in. The Treasurer did not have the exact total in the accounts, but will have a full report next
meeting once the dues have all come in which are due by July 1.
Motion to Accept
Seconded by:
Aye: All

W1EZY
KB1RRR
Nay: 0

Abstain: 0

Admin VP Report: No report (newly elected)
Motion to Accept
Seconded by:
Aye: N/A

N/A
N/A
Nay: N/A

Abstain: N/A

Tech VP Report: Nothing to report. Asked about intermittent noise from the repeaters. The Tech VP reported
that the source of the noise was believed to be from the 440 machine, but did not originate from our equipment.
Motion to Accept
Seconded by:
Aye: All

KB1SNL
K1DSF
Nay: 0

Abstain: 0

VE Report: Nine people took tests, with 8 passing and one failing. The testing resulted in 2 new Extra Class
hams and 6 new Techs.
Motion to Accept
Seconded by:
Aye: All
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KB1TBL
KB1WEZ
Nay: 0

Abstain: 0
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Last Month’s Meeting – cont’d
Web Master Report: We have 30 new “likes” on Facebook. The website is working well.
Motion to Accept
Seconded by:
Aye: All

W1EZY
KB1RRR
Nay: 0

Abstain: 0

Old Business: None.

New Business: The Hartford MS Biked Ride, which starts and ends at the Hartford Boathouse, is scheduled for
September 13. We have already tested the checkpoints for communications and are all set for the event.
Volunteers are welcome. The Jim Calhoun Cancer Challenge Run/Walk is scheduled for October 5th. Hams
will also be needed for the Bristol Muzzy Field anniversary event, July 9th.
Motion to Adjourn:
Seconded by:
Aye: All

W1EZY
KA1NDE
Nay: 0

Abstain: 0

Monthly Presentation
There was no presentation last month. Final details on Field Day preparations were discussed.

ICRC Sponsored VE Team

On the 3rd Friday of each month beginning at 6pm, the Insurance City Repeater Club sponsors amateur radio
exam sessions at the American Red Cross in Farmington, CT. Walk-in examinees are welcomed. There is no
need to pre-register. Examination fee is $15 cash or check made payable to ARRL VEC. Please visit this link
for information on what you need to bring to the exam session: http://www.arrl.org/what-to-bring-to-an-examsession. More information is available by emailing our VE Liaison (Jim, AB1NH) at AB1NH@mindspring.com
Good luck!
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A.R.R.L Club Commission Program

Are you an ARRL member whose membership is about to expire? Are you a former ARRL member whose
membership has lapsed for more than two years? Are you interested in joining the ARRL for the first time?
If you can answer yes to any of those three questions, then you are in a position to help the ICRC. Since the
ICRC is an ARRL Affiliated Club, the ARRL will pay us a commission for every member who joins or renews
their ARRL membership thru the ICRC. Here is how it works: If you are a brand new member or your
membership has lapsed for 2 years or more, the club will get to keep $15 of your ARRL dues. If are renewing a
current membership or if your membership has lapsed for less than 2 years, the club will get to keep $2 of your
ARRL dues. It will not cost you a penny more to participate in this program. It’s a great way to get the club
some extra money for doing something that you were probably going to do anyway. Just see Dan or Pete for a
membership application or download one from the ARRL website, club section. Make checks payable to the
ICRC and include “ARRL Dues” in the comment line. It’s that easy!

Field Day
Once again, the ICRC participated in the annual Field Day exercise held on the last weekend in June. The
operation was conducted at the home of Peter – KB1KZC in Bethlehem. The weather was perfect and a great
time was had by all. For the first time, the group used our computerized logging program in a networked mode,
which prevented duplicate contacts among the four operating positions. It worked out very well.
While propagation on the higher bands was poor, the 80 meter band was unusually open during the afternoon,
which accounted for a large number of the contacts made. Despite the poor propagation conditions, we made
364 contacts on 5 different bands. While most of the contacts were made on SSB, there were also quite a few
contacts made using RTTY and PSK31. (Contacts made with digital modes are worth two points each, where
voice contacts are only worth one point each.) Our final score was 1478, which was higher than last year!
The radios were powered by two Honda 1KW gasoline generators, which ran so quietly we hardly knew they
were there. As always, the food was plentiful and delicious!
While everyone present pitched in and helped out with the work, special thanks go out to Peter for allowing the
club to invade his beautiful home, to Scott for all his efforts in setting up and running the network for the
logging programs, to Rick for his setup of the radio equipment (and for discovering the wonders of PSK31,
which got us a bunch of points), and to Al and Linda for preparing and serving all the meals for the weekend.
Participating from the ICRC this year were: Rick – N1JGR, Dan – W1ZFG, Peter – KB1KZC, Dave –
KB1TBL, Nick – KB1SNL, Al – N1JWF (and Linda), Steve – KB1RRR, Scott – N1EZY,Chris – KA1NDE,
Tom – KB1WEZ, Jim – AB1NH, Barb – KB1RRS, Sue – KB1VPY, and Chris – KB1YNE.
Also visiting the site were: Jim, N1LXX, Andrea, Alicia, Aiden, and Jacob.
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Field Day – cont’d

Some of the gang!

Our powerplant.

Tom and Sue at the 20 meter station.

Dave at the 40 meter station.
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Field Day – cont’d

Peter and Scott at the 80 meter station.

Rick at the Catch-All Station
(15 meters, 10 meters, VHF, and digital modes.)

Chateau ICRC – Fine Dinning!
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Our Portable Trailer-Mounted Antenna system.

Monthly Connecticut Section News Summary
For the latest Connecticut Section News, please go to the CT Section Web Page at: http://ct.arrl.org/

For the latest information, visit our website at http://www.icrcweb.org
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